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From Margins to Mainstream

Education for Sahariya Girls

Preface

As per Census 2011, Sahariya community is the fourth largest tribal group in
Rajasthan. In Shahabad and Kishanganj blocks of Baran district, they constitute nearly
35 percent of the population. Their main livelihood depends on farming and daily wage
labor, often migrating seasonally to other districts and states for work. This migration
disrupts children's education and severely impacts their health and nutrition. The
situation is worsened by extreme poverty, leading to high levels of child malnutrition.
Continuing education for children, especially girls, becomes highly challenging.

Since 2005, CECOEDECON, with support from local institutions, initiated a residential
school program for Sahariya girls, ensuring access to free and quality education. In
2014, the initiative received a major boost when the government extended financial
support to operate the Dropout Girls' Residential School. Here, academically weak
girls who had failed in Class 10 were prepared to reappear for the exam through special
coaching,and later appeared under the Rajasthan State Open Board.

The residential school was not limited to academics. Alongside classroom teaching,
girls engaged in sports, prayers, cultural events, exposure visits, and life-skill sessions.
They were also sensitized on key social development issues such as health, hygiene,
nutrition, and environment, while actively participating in community-led activities.

[t is encouraging to note that many girls educated at the residential school have today
become role models in the Sahariya community, breaking barriers of poverty and
marginalization through education and empowerment. A significant number of them
are now employed in both government and non-government sectors, standing as first-
generation learners and professionals.

Through this compilation of short case stories, we aim to bring forward the journeys of
such girls who, despite hardships, transformed their lives with education and now
inspire many others. We are confident that with collective support, this initiative will
grow further and strengthen the future of many more girls.

With best regards,
Manju Bala Joshi
Secretary,
CECOEDECON
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For Anju Sahariya, poverty was a constant reality.
Her family survived on daily labor and small
farming, leaving no scope for further studies after
class 10. Dropping out left her discouraged, but
CECOEDECON's residential school in 2017 in
Shahabad brought her back into mainstream education. Hostel life exposed her

to discipline, games, and cultural activities, while strengthening her bonds of
friendship. Most importantly, her family, once doubtful, saw her progress and
realized the value of education for girls. Anju herself grew confident, insisting
that she wanted to continue studying. The school rekindled her hope and gave
her strength to shape her future. Today, she shares her story to inspire others
and is employed as an Anganwadi Helper in Dhikwani, contributing to her
family's income and her community's welfare
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Babli Sahariya's education nearly ended after class
8, since her village had no higher school and her
family's financial struggles were overwhelming.
Fortwo years she remained away from studies, but
her determination led her to CECOEDECON's
residential school in Shahabad. The school brought her back into mainstream

education, where she excelled academically and enjoyed games, prayers, and
hostel activities. Her family, witnessing her growth, began to value education
and supported her dream to study further. Babli herself found courage to assert
that she would notabandon her education again. This persistence paid off as she
completed class 10 successfully. Today, she proudly works as an Anganwadi
Helper in Mamoni, showing how education can transform lives and convince

families of the power of educating daughters.
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For Bhabhuti Sahariya, poverty and lack of
opportunities meant her education was almost
lost after class 10. Her family survived on daily
wage labor, leaving little hope for her studies. She
always wished to study further but could not until
she joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
2011. There, she returned to mainstream

education, where discipline, group activities, and learning gave her strength.
She loved games, singing, and cultural programs, which helped her regain
confidence. Her family, watching her determination, realized the importance of
education and supported her aspirations. Bhabhuti also began asserting her
right to continue studying, despite social pressures. The residential school
transformed her into a confident young woman who knew her worth. Today, she
proudly works as an Anganwadi Helper in Khushiyara, proving how education
can upliftboth individuals and entire families.
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Bhumika Sahariya faced a tough childhood
marked by poverty and limited opportunities.
After failing to clear class 10, she nearly left

education, as her family could not afford further

studies. Household chores and labor seemed to .
define her future. Everything changed when she joined CECOEDECON's
residential school in 2013, which gave her a second chance at education. The
supportive environment, filled with studies, games, and cultural activities,
helped her grow into a confident young woman. Her family, who once doubted
the benefit of education, saw her progress and realized its importance. With
courage, Bhumika asserted her desire to continue studying, and her persistence
was rewarded. Today, she inspires younger girls not to abandon learning and is
currently employed as a Clerk in the Gram Panchayat of Shahabad, showing how

education leads to dignity and independence.
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Bindra Sahariya grew up in a village where
poverty and the absence of proper schooling made
education a distant dream. After primary classes,
she drifted away from studies and focused on

household chores. Yet, her desire to learn never

faded. The turning point came when she joined
CECOEDECON's residential school in 2010, which reconnected her with
mainstream education. At first, she was hesitant, but soon the hostel
environment — books, friends, and a safe space to grow — brought out her
confidence. For her parents, watching Bindra blossom in this setting was eye-
opening; they realized that girls' education could change the family's future.
Bindra herself stood firm, choosing education despite hardships. Today, she
carries that courage into her work as an Anganwadi Worker in banjara village,
Silora where she nurtures children and inspires families to support their

daughters' schooling.
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Deepesh Sahariya lost her father while still in
school, and suddenly the weight of survival fell on
her mother's shoulders. With limited income, it

seemed impossible for her to study further. .

Unable to clear class 10 exams, she was almost

forced to give up, but CECOEDECON's residential school in 2018 became her
lifeline. Supported through the scholarship program, she continued her
education with determination, completing higher classes despite difficulties.
The residential school offered discipline, encouragement, and a safe space
where she could focus on her dreams. Her family, once anxious about her future,
began to value education as they saw her resilience. Deepesh proved her
strength not just by continuing her studies but by asserting her right to a better
future. Today, she is employed as an Anganwadi worker in village Ranipura.
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For Dhaniya Sahariya, education nearly slipped
away after failing class 10. Her father had passed

away, leaving her mother to run the household by

cooking meals at a school, and the family could
not imagine paying for higher studies. Dhaniya
loved reading and dreamed of becoming a teacher, but her path seemed blocked.
It was CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad that changed her story.
The school gave her not only education but also opportunities to play,
participate in digital learning, and rebuild her confidence. Her family, impressed
by her growth, understood that education was worth the struggle. Dhaniya
herself showed resolve, insisting on continuing her studies despite difficulties.
Today, she stands as proof of what persistence can achieve and works as a Maa

badikendra, village Balda, fulfilling her dream of guiding the next generation.
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Gyarsi Sahariya's life was marked by financial
hardship, unable to clear class 10 she almost lost
hope of studying further. Her family relied on daily
wage labor, and her future seemed confined to
household responsibilities. Then came
CECOEDECON's residential school in 2015, which
brought her back into mainstream education. There, she embraced not only

academics but also prayers, cultural activities, and games, which gave her
confidence and joy. Most importantly, her family, observing her transformation,
realized that education was vital for their daughter's progress. Gyarsi herself
spoke firmly of her wish to study further and refused to step back. With that
determination, she rebuilt her future. Today, she fulfils her aspiration of
independence and service by working as an Asha Sahyogini in Chichroni,
empowering women and children in her community while inspiring others to

value education.

B f3181T @ Taraciq @t 3%



AT TERaT

T Holgy URAR H T oighR Saex S T U1 S T WIeW & dTell el HaiRan Ty
STeeR Al 781 a7 UTE <ifdhet Al 77 qTS} e, MREFTYRT H STeATABT FHHR T D FST AU ST
R & & | T 2007 # RrarEfea & afera RfdR # waer foran wiifds ama-ur &l gived
P Gfrem Suerey T8 ot | S g S o b 3R gived @t Jfen 7 firedt A a8 aRE & o U
@it 7R qiferet RIfR # gaer & q1e SHat 9w a8t | RIfR & et & arfeed= & frafa
UGS B SATA-ATT HAUT HRIHH, WD, D HIGH 3R THdrel I8aR Seffaar IR TR
BRI ST HC I T STTBT I AT | AEdT TR TR 3 AT Bl gR1eTT It it | 31t oft
T 1 JMARIY IR 3 R i are awe et firert § | 311t at it 58 +ff &, S STaRi
fRIfR 1 1 AT A @ | SHHeT AERAT &1 e ¢ fb
et Wt aRRIRT Siae # a11q, dsfat @1 uers @ R =&
BT AT, FATfh SR B IR TS A GAT & |

Kamla Sahariya's childhood was shadowed by
poverty and the absence of nearby schools. With
no hostel or proper facilities in her village, she
almost lost her chance to study. She longed to

learn, but without opportunities, her dreams of

becoming a doctor seemed far away. Everything
changed when she joined CECOEDECON's
residential school in 2007, which brought her back into mainstream education.
At the hostel, she experienced the joy of festivals, sports, and television while
continuing her studies. Her family, once unsure, began to value education after
witnessing her growth. Kamla herself became firm in her resolve to keep
studying and not let hardships define her path. Today, she continues to inspire
other girls, reminding them not to walk away from education despite difficulties.
She has built a dignified career and is now working as a teacher at Maa Balika

Centre in Gordhanpura, Baran.
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Kranti Sahariya belonged to a very poor family
where the absence of nearby schools nearly ended
her education. She spent her days imagining what
it would be like to study, while helping with
household work. Her life took a turn when she
joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, which brought her back to mainstream

education. At the hostel, she found joy in dance,

plays, and celebrations, while gaining confidence in academics. For her parents,
seeing her thrive was a revelation — they understood how vital education was
for their daughter. Kranti herself became determined, asserting that she would
not give up studies again and wanted to achieve something meaningful. With
renewed energy, she moved forward with her education and dreams. Today, she
stands tall as an Anganwadi helper in Mundiyar, showing other girls in her

community that persistence leads to progress.
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Lalati Sahariya, from Dhikwani village, had to
pause her studies as she was unable to progress
beyond class 9. Additionally, Poverty and her
family's dependence on labor and farming
created further alienation Unsure of how to

continue, she often feared her education was over.
In 2018, she enrolled in CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad, which
reconnected her to mainstream education. Lalati enjoyed sports, prayers,
cultural programs, and group activities that helped her grow in confidence. Her
parents, initially doubtful, witnessed her transformation and began to value
education for the first time. Lalati herself asserted her desire to keep learning,
refusing to let hardship define her future. She once dreamed of becoming a
teacher, and today she has achieved dignity through her work. Lalati is now
employed as an Anganwadi Helper in Dhikwani, supporting children and

inspiring other families to believe in girls' education.
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Laxmi Sahariya of Dhikwani village almost ended
her education after she was unable to progress
beyond class 10,asher family's farming and labor
income barely sustained them. Higher studies
seemed like an impossible dream. In 2018, she
joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, which became the turning point of her

life. At the hostel, she loved playing games, singing devotional songs, and taking
partin motivational activities. This nurturing environment rekindled her will to
learn. Her family, once hesitant, realized the true value of education after seeing
her confidence and achievements. Laxmi herself became determined, asserting
that she would study further despite hardships. Today, she fulfils her dream of
contributing to society by working as an Anganwadi Worker in village Dhikwani,
where she supports children and motivates parents to prioritize their

daughters' schooling.
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Mamta Sahariya, from Hathwari village, grew up
where schools were absent, and poverty tied her
family to farming. Education seemed beyond
reach, until in 2013 she joined CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad. For the first time,

environment. She loved playing children's games, taking part in cultural

she could focus on learning in a safe, supportive

programs, and singing devotional songs, which gave her both joy and
confidence. Her parents, initially doubtful, realized through her progress that
education was not a burden but a chance for a better future. Mamta herself
asserted her right to study, dreaming of becoming a nurse or joining the police
force. She overcame barriers with resilience and continued her education.
Today, she stands as an example of courage, working as an Anganwadi Helper in

Hathwari, while encouraging other girls to move ahead despite challenges.
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Meena Sahariya, from Manjhari village, belonged
to a family where poverty and her father's illness
left them struggling for survival. Her mother
worked as a laborer to keep the household
running. In 2008, Meena studied at
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,

which became her safe haven. She enjoyed cultural

activities, prayers, and group games, while the hostel environment gave her the
confidence to pursue studies seriously. For her family, sending Meena to the
residential camp was eye-opening; they began to understand the importance of
education. Meena herself became determined, dreaming of a small job that
would allow her to support her parents and contribute to the family. She kept
asserting her will to study further, refusing to give up. Today, she has fulfilled
that promise and works as a teacher at Maa Balika Centre in Manjhari, inspiring

othersto believe in girls' education.
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Priya Sahariya, from Ghensua village, always
wished to study, but poverty and lack of
opportunities held her back. Her father was a
teacher, butresources athome were limited, and

she feared her education would stop after she

was unable to clear class 10.In 2017, she joined
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,
which brought her back to mainstream learning. She loved games, cultural
programs, and motivational sessions, which gave her confidence and joy. The
supportive hostel atmosphere also showed her family that educating girls could
transform their lives. Priya herself asserted her desire to continue, declaring
that she wanted to become a teacher. She worked hard, overcoming barriers,
and turned her ambition into reality. Today, she proudly serves as a fourth-grade
employee at a Mahatma Gandhi Government School in Kelwada, while

reminding other girls thateducation is the key to independence.
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Priyanka Sahariya grew up in a family where
survival depended on daily wage labor, and
education seemed like a luxury. With no proper
school nearby, she was atrisk of dropping out after
she was unable to progress in class 10 exams. Her
fortunes changed when she joined
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad in
2007, which brought her back into mainstream education. At the hostel, she

enjoyed prayers, games, and cultural activities, along with social awareness
programs that built her confidence. Her parents, who once saw education as
unnecessary, realized its value after observing her progress. Priyanka herself
became firm in her decision to study further, expressing her dream of securing a
job to support her family. With persistence, she made that dream real. Today,
Priyanka proudly works as an Anganwadi Worker in Chhorakhadi, inspiring

girlsin hervillage to pursue their education with determination.
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From Bichi village, Ramsukhi Sahariya's early
years were overshadowed by poverty and the
absence of proper schools. Household work and
labor seemed to decide her fate, leaving little
space for learning. In 2005, she enrolled in
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,

which changed her path. Hostel life brought her back to mainstream education,

where she enjoyed prayers, cultural activities, and community games. She also
cherished learning to sew clothes, a skill she practiced during her stay. Watching
her confidence grow, her family began to understand the importance of
educating daughters. Ramsukhi asserted her desire to become a teacher,
refusing to accept limitations. Today, she fulfills that dream—she serves as a
teacher at Maa Balika Centre in Bichi, guiding children with the same dedication
that once lifted her from the cycle of poverty.
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Ramvati Sahariya, from Khankhara village in
Baran district, endured childhood in a community
marked by poverty and vulnerability. She was
unable to complete class 10 in 2013-14 and later
CECOEDECON's residential school in Kishanganj
(2014-15), which reconnected her with
mainstream education. At the hostel, she found joy

in studying, games, and cultural programs, and soon her family realized the
value of education. She persisted, completing class 12 and preparing for
government exams. In 2017, her efforts were rewarded when she was selected
in the Rajasthan Police after clearing the state recruitment exam. Later, she
married in Khakhada village, becoming the first woman from her community to
hold a government job. Ramvati proudly recalls that CECOEDECON's support
shaped her resilience. Today, she works as a Constable in the Rajasthan Police,
motivating girls in her village to rise above hardships.
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Reena Sahariya, from Jagdishpura village, grew
up in a family burdened by farming and wage
labor. After she was unable to complete class 10,
her education seemed to end, as survival took
priority over learning. In 2015, she entered
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,
which revived her hope. The hostel gave her time

for studies while also engaging in prayers, cultural activities, and sports. She
especially loved playing kabaddi, which built her confidence and teamwork
skills. Witnessing her dedication, her family realized the importance of
education and began encouraging her. Reena herself grew determined,
asserting her wish to study further and become independent. She once
dreamed of becoming a nurse, but her journey led her to a meaningful role close
to her community. Today, Reena is employed as an Anganwadi helper in
Jagdishpura, where she serves families and motivates girls not to give up on
education.
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Reshma Sahariya, from Benhata village, had little
access to schools nearby, and her family's survival
depended on farming and labor. She was unable to
clear class 10 and thought her education would
end, but in 2008, she joined CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad. The hostel environment gave her the freedom to

study, while also enjoying games, painting competitions, and cultural activities.
She especially loved rangoli making, which nurtured her creativity. Gradually,
her family realized that education could change her future and supported her
decisions. Reshma asserted her will to study further and dreamed of becoming a
nurse. Though her journey was difficult, she never let go of her determination.
Today, she is employed as a Health Worker in Benhata, using her skills to help her

community and serving as an inspiration to other girls from her village.
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Roshani Sahariya, from Khanmatha village, was
unable to clear class 10 and lacked opportunities
to continue due to poverty and limited facilities.
In 2015, she joined CECOEDECON's residential
school in Shahabad, which brought her back into
mainstream education. At the hostel, she enjoyed

prayers, festivals, and journeys for exposure,
alongside her studies. She particularly loved cultural programs, which gave her
the courage to perform before others. Her parents, once doubtful, saw her
growth and came to value education deeply. Roshani herself grew firm in her
resolve to continue, declaring she wanted to become a teacher. With persistence,
she achieved her goal and secured higher education. Today, Roshani is working
as an ANM at Public health centre, Devri, fulfilling her dream while motivating

other young girls to pursue education forindependence and dignity.
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Sampat Sahariya, from Bhanwargarh, belonged to
a family where farming was the only livelihood and
poverty was a daily reality. With no secondary
school nearby, her education was interrupted, and
she feared she would never study again. In 2007,
she entered CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, where she reconnected with

mainstream education. Hostel life provided
structure, discipline, and holistic exposure through activities like debates,
cultural programs, and computer learning. Sampat particularly loved playing
football, which fostered her confidence and teamwork. Her parents, observing
her progress, began to value education as a pathway for socio-economic
mobility. Sampat herself asserted her desire to study further and aspired to join
the police. Today, she is employed as an Assistant in Govt. Sr. Secondary School,
Baran, proving how access to education can break intergenerational cycles of
poverty and create agency for women in marginalized communities.
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Savitri Sahariya, from Ganeshpura village in
Shahabad block, grew up in a marginalized
community where most families survived on

\ f

""—-’J il . : farming and daily wage labor. Education was
y - often a distant dream. After primary classes, she
\ | studied at CECOEDECON's residential school in
& \ T ¥ Shahabad from 2014-15, where she continued

her studies after almost discontinuing. The hostel
offered a safe and inclusive learning environment with structured schedules,
nutritious food, and extracurricular opportunities. Savitri enjoyed cultural
programs, prayers, and sports, which nurtured her resilience and leadership
skills. Her parents, once unconvinced, realized that education could uplift their
daughter and transform the family's future. Savitri herself became more
determined, pushing against gender norms to pursue higher education. Today,
she works as a Constable in the Rajasthan Police, Police Station at Anta,
demonstrating how timely interventions in education can promote gender
equity and long-term empowermentin vulnerable communities.
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Shakuntala Sahariya, from Mamoni village in
Shahabad, faced severe economic hardship while
growing up. Poverty almost forced her out of
school after class 9, and her family had little hope
of continuing her studies. In 2015, she joined
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,
which re-integrated her into formal education.

Hostel life provided exposure to sports, cultural

programs, and awareness sessions, which she greatly enjoyed. Her family,
seeing her newfound confidence, realized that educating daughters was a
strategic investment, not a liability. Shakuntala herself aspired to join the police
force, inspired by the discipline and courage she developed at school. With
consistent effort, she pursued higher studies and later joined the Rajasthan
Police as a Constable at Mangrol Police Station. Today, she embodies resilience
and empowerment, serving as a role model for girls in her community striving
for dignity and equality.
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Shimla Sahariya, from Isatori village, grew up in a
family where poverty and lack of schools
curtailed her childhood aspirations. For years,
she remained out of mainstream education until
2008, when she joined CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad. Hostel life

reconnected her with studies and gave her space
to enjoy cultural events, excursions, and competitions. She especially loved
writing, games, and prayers, which fostered confidence. Her family gradually
realized that education was not just an expense but an investment in the future.
Shimla, once hesitant, began to assert her dream of becoming a teacher and
continued her education with determination. Today, she has fulfilled her
goal—she proudly works as a Anganwadi Worker in [satori village, mentoring
children and showing her community that education can transform lives and

enable long-term socio-economic mobility.
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Shobha Sahariya, from Mimsai village in Baran
district, belonged to a marginalized family where
farming and daily wage labor shaped everyday
survival. After completing class 10in 2013-14, she
almost lost her path, but in 2014-15 she enrolled
in CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad.
The hostel gave her not only academics but also

exposure to government institutions through exposure visits, prayers, and
structured activities. Shobha particularly loved debates and learning to speak
confidently. Her parents, witnessing her transformation, began to understand
the importance of girls' education as a driver of empowerment. Shobha herself
grew determined, asserting that she would not stop until she achieved
something meaningful. In 2017, she was selected as a Constable in Rajasthan
Police. Today, Shobha proudly serves in the force, proving that education and
resilience can break cycles of marginalization and foster gender equity.
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Somwati Sahariya, from Madi Sambharsingha
village, faced the burden of poverty in a family
dependent on farming and labor. With no nearby
school, her dream of education almost ended. In
2008, she entered CECOEDECON's residential

school in Shahabad, where she found hope again.

Hostel life gave her opportunities to study
alongside enjoying yoga, debates, and cultural
programs. She especially loved prayers and community celebrations. For her
parents, sending Somwati to the hostel was eye-opening; they realized
education could change not only their daughter's life but also the family's
prospects. Somwati herself asserted her right to continue and dreamed of
becoming a nurse. With persistence, she overcame obstacles and achieved
employment. Today, she works as an Anganwadi Worker in Madi
Sambharsingha village, serving children and demonstrating how education

fosters agency and sustainable livelihoods for marginalized girls.
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In 2011, Uma Sahariya from Mundiyar village in
Shahabad block found herself on the verge of
dropping out after she was unable to clear class
10. Her family, tied to farming and wage labor,
could not imagine supporting further studies. At
that time, she enrolled in CECOEDECON's
residential school in Shahabad, which gave her a

second chance. Hostel life offered structured learning alongside opportunities
for sports, wall painting, and cultural events she thoroughly enjoyed. For her,
these activities were more than recreation—they built resilience and courage.
Seeing her progress, her family gradually realized that education could become
a pathway to empowerment. Uma herself remained steadfast, asserting that she
would secure dignified employment. Her perseverance has paid off: today she
serves as a Forest Guard in Hanotia, Shahabad, proving that education can
transform marginalized lives into stories of agency and independence.
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Growing up in Nayagaon village, Shahabad,
Umedi Sahariya faced extreme poverty, where
education was considered out of reach for most
children. Despite this, she managed to complete
her early schooling, but by class 10 in 2010-11,
she feared it would all end. In 2012-13, with
support from CECOEDECON's programs, she

joined the residential school in Shahabad. Hostel life exposed her to disciplined
study routines, nutritious meals, and cultural activities that gave her joy. Umedi
especially loved writing and debates, which strengthened her confidence.
Witnessing these changes, her family recognized the transformative value of
education. Umedi asserted her desire to teach, refusing to let poverty dictate her
path. With determination, she pursued training and was selected as a Teacher in
government school, Sirsod Khurd village. Today, she inspires girls in her
community, showing how education ensures dignity and sustainable
development.
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From Dhikwani village in Baran district, Vanspati
Sahariya grew up in a marginalized Sahariya
family where survival meant farming and wage
labor. She discontinued her studies after class 9
and remained at home for nearly two years. In
2016-17, she enrolled in CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad, where she resumed learning with renewed

energy. Hostel life was a turning point—she participated in sports, prayers, and
cultural events while excelling in academics. Vanspati's achievements made her
family realize that girls' education was not a liability but an opportunity for the
entire household. She asserted her will to study further and eventually excelled
in state-level exams. Today, she works as an Asha Sahyogini at the Anganwadi
centre in Dhikwani, Shahabad, embodying resilience and serving as a role

model for young girls seeking socio-economic mobility through education.
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Vimala Sahariya, from Birmani village in
Shahabad block, belonged to a household where
wage labor was the mainstay, and girls' education
was rarely prioritized. By 2009, after completing
her primary classes, she felt her studies might
come to an end due to the absence of a nearby
school. That year, she joined CECOEDECON's
residential school in Shahabad, which changed

her story. The hostel gave her access to regular
academics along with cultural programs, games, and prayers that built her
confidence. Vimala particularly enjoyed debates and stage activities, which
helped her overcome shyness. For her family, her progress was a
revelation—they came to understand education as a foundation for
empowerment. Vimala herself declared her aspiration to teach and worked
consistently toward it. Today, she is a Teacher at Maa Badi Centre in Birmani,
helping children and challenging long-standing gender norms in her
community.
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Kavita Jatav faced a long break in her education
after class 8, forced by poverty and lack of
opportunities in her village Bilkheda Dang. For
two years she remained away from school,
burdened by household responsibilities. But
CECOEDECON's residential school in 2011
welcomed her back and gave her a second chance.

Hostel life was filled with prayer, games, health

awareness, and cultural programs that rebuilt her confidence. Slowly, her family
realized that education was not a burden but an investment in their daughter's
future. Kavita herself grew determined to keep learning, even dreaming of
becoming a nurse to serve others. She often recalls that girls must never
consider giving up as failure, but instead keep striving. Today, her persistence
has given her dignity and income — she is employed as an Anganwadi Worker in
Nayagaon, Bilkheda Dang, Shahabad, where she cares for children and motivates

families towards education.
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Rekha Jatav, from Bainhata village in Shahabad
block, had her studies interrupted because her
village lacked higher educational facilities. Her
father worked as a farmer, and poverty
threatened to end her learning journey. In 2005,
she enrolled in CECOEDECON's residential school
in Shahabad, which became her lifeline. At the
hostel, she enjoyed reading, playing kho-kho, kabaddi, and participating in

cultural programs. She also developed an interest in computers, which gave her
a new vision of the future. Her parents, once hesitant, saw her progress and
realized how valuable education was. Rekha herself insisted on continuing,
determined to find work that matched her abilities. She dreamed of writing and
securing a small dignified job. Today, her persistence has been rewarded—she
works as a Health Worker in Bainhata, showing that education can turn
aspirationsinto reality.
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Rajo Bai Jatav, from Tilgawan village, faced
immense hurdles in her childhood. Her family,
dependent on farming and labor, could not afford
to send her to school regularly. She discontinued

studies after she was unable to progress beyond

class 10thinking education was no longer
possible. In 2015, she joined CECOEDECON's
residential school in Shahabad, which revived her dreams. At the hostel, she
loved cultural programs, sports, and debates, which gave her confidence to
speak up. For her parents, seeing her perform well was a turning point—they
realized education was not just for boys but equally important for girls. Rajo Bai
herself became determined, openly asserting that she would keep studying and
seek employment. Today, her determination has borne fruit. She proudly works
as a health worker in Tilgawan, inspiring younger girls to balance education

with responsibilities and neverlose hope.
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Sharda Bheel, from Neemmadi village, grew up in
a farming household where education was never
a priority. Poverty and responsibilities forced her
to discontinue after class 10, leaving her dreams
unfulfilled. In 2012, she joined CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad, which became the

turning pointin her life. At the hostel, she enjoyed
studying, playing games, and participating in cultural programs. She also
cherished prayers and folk performances that built her confidence. Her parents,
once indifferent, realized the importance of education when they saw her
growth. Sharda herself asserted her right to continue learning, determined not
to be limited by social and economic barriers. She nurtured the dream of a job
that would secure her dignity. Today, Sharda works as an Anganwadi Worker in
Neemmadi village, serving children and empowering other women to see

education as a pathway to resilience and change.
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From Puraini village in Shahabad block, Mamta
Jatav struggled to continue her education after
unsuccessful attemptat class 10 exams, as poverty
and her father's labor income left the family with
little to spare. In 2009, she joined CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad, where she

resumed her studies with new hope. She loved

playing games, joining prayers, and participating in cultural events at the hostel,
which gave her joy and confidence. Her family, watching her determination,
realized that education could transform not only Mamta's life but also their
future. Mamta openly asserted her ambition to become a teacher, determined
not to let poverty end her journey. With persistence, she completed her studies
and pursued teacher training. Today, she proudly works as an Anganwadi
worker in Puraini village, proving that education through the residential school

can create empowered women leaders.
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Mausami Sahariya, from Garada village in
Kishangaing block, grew up in a family of daily
wage workers where survival always came before
schooling. She discontinued her studies because
she was unable to clear 10th standard exams. But
in 2013, she entered CECOEDECON's residential
school in Shahabad, which re-integrated her into

formal education. At the hostel, Mausami found joy in games, prayers, yoga, and
drawing, which gave her both confidence and balance. For her, the residential
camp was not just about books—it was about dignity and building resilience.
Her family, once skeptical, recognized the importance of education when they
saw her growth. Mausami asserted her wish to pursue higher education,
determined to obtain a government job. Today, she serves as a Village
Development Officer (Gram Vikas Adhikari) in Khandela, a role that allows her
to contribute to rural governance and empower other marginalized girls to
dream big.
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Rekha Jatav from Derwara(M.P) village in
Shahabad block, had to pause her studies after
being unable to clear class 10 exams, poverty and
her family's dependence on farming and wage
labor. In 2012, she joined CECOEDECON's
residential school in Shahabad, which brought her
back to mainstream education. Hostel life was a

new world for Rekha—she enjoyed yoga, sports, \
computer lessons, and cultural programs while living among peers. She
particularly loved excursions and prayer sessions, which strengthened her
discipline. Her family, seeing her progress, realized that education could
transform not only Rekha's life but the entire household's prospects. Rekha
herself declared that she would one day work in Anganwadi services, refusing
to let poverty hold her back. Today, she has fulfilled that dream and works as an
Anganwadi Helper in Derwara(M.P), inspiring other girls to study further and

excel in all walks of'life.
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Rajkumari Sahariya, from Khamantha in
Shahabad block, experienced many barriers in
her education. Her studies came to a halt after
class 10, when she could not progress further due
to academic and financial constraints. In 2008,
she joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, which offered her a second chance to

continue learning. At the hostel, she enjoyed
sports, prayers, and cultural programs, which gave her strength and confidence.
For her family, who depended on farming and labor, watching Rajkumari's
growth was eye-opening—they began to understand the importance of girls'
education. Rajkumari herself asserted her dream of becoming a teacher,
showing courage in the face of difficulties. Today, she is employed as an ANM in
Sub Centre, Uni, Shahabad, empowering children and families in her village, and
proving that education—even after setbacks—can open new doors to

empowerment.
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Gayatri Sahariya, from Pagara village in Kishanganj
block, saw her education interrupted after class 9,
when the absence of a hostel and financial
struggles forced her to step away. By 2008, she
found hope again through CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad, which gave her a

platform to resume learning. At the hostel, she
enjoyed prayers, games, and cultural activities,
while community gatherings inspired her to speak with confidence. Despite
challenges, Gayatri's parents came to realize the transformative role of
education and supported her aspirations. Gayatri herself asserted her wish to
become a teacher, believing education would bring dignity and independence.
With persistence, she achieved her dream. Today, she is a Teacher at Govt.
School, Pagara, Kishanganj, motivating children and showing families in her
community that girls' education can indeed break intergenerational cycles of

poverty.
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Usha Sahariya's path to education was filled with
obstacles. Her family relied on farming, and with
no hostel in her village, she had to discontinue
after class 9. In 2005, she enrolled in
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,
which became the foundation of her journey. At

the hostel, she enjoyed sports, painting, and cultural activities that built her
confidence. For her parents, initially unsure about girls' schooling, seeing
Usha's achievements was a revelation. They realized that education could
become an asset, not a burden. Usha herself was clear—she dreamed of
government service and prepared with determination. Her persistence paid off.
Today, she works as a Constable in Rajasthan Police, proving that education and
resilience can empower marginalized girls to overcome systemic barriers and

achieve dignified livelihoods.
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Urmila Sahariya, from Garada village, grew up in a
family dependent on farming and daily wage labor.
After facing academic difficulties in class 9, her
education almost came to an end. In 2015, she
joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, which gave her a fresh chance. Hostel

life encouraged her to study with focus, while she
also enjoyed sports, cultural programs, and
excursions. Urmila especially loved drama and games, which strengthened her
confidence. Watching her progress, her family began to understand that
education was vital for their daughter's future. Urmila herself asserted her
dream of becoming a teacher, determined not to let poverty or early setbacks
stop her. Today, she proudly fulfills that aspiration, working as an Anganwadi
Worker Danda vatka village, supporting children with education and nutrition
while inspiring girls to neverlose hope.
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Salochana Sahariya from Danta village, faced
poverty and lack of access to schools, which made
continuing education nearly impossible. By class 9,
her studies were interrupted, and she feared she
would never progress further. In 2015, she entered
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,
where structured study, nutritious food, and

extracurricular activities brought her back to
mainstream education. She loved sports, drawing,
and cultural events, which made her more confident. Slowly, her parents began
to realize that their daughter's education could transform the entire family's
future. Salochana herself asserted that she would pursue government service,
believing education was her pathway to independence. Today, she has realized
that dream, working as a Constable in Rajasthan Police. Her journey reflects
resilience and highlights how access to residential schooling can break cycles of

marginalization for Sahariya girls.
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Anita Jatav belonged to a farming family where
poverty and responsibilities often over shadowed
her childhood dreams. Although she loved
studying, she had to stop after she was unable to

clear class 10 exams and marriage came early. It

feltlike her education had ended. Butjoining CECOEDECON's residential school
in 2014 gave her a second chance. There, she resumed studies, took part in
games and cultural activities, and gained the confidence to believe in herself. Her
family, seeing her progress, realized the importance of education and supported
her. Anita too asserted that she would not give up on learning again. The
residential school became the turning point of her life. Today, she motivates
other girls to continue their education and proudly works as an Asha Sahyogini

in Chipol, guiding women and children in her community.
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Manisha Sahariya, from Arjunpura village in
Shahabad block, faced immense struggles when
her studies paused after class 10 exam results.
Poverty and family dependence on labor left little
scope for continuing education. In 2017, she
joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, which reconnected her to mainstream

learning. She loved playing games, joining
cultural programs, and attending prayers, while the hostel also gave her
exposure to health awareness and confidence-building activities. Watching her
transformation, her family realized the importance of education and began to
support her dreams. Manisha herself asserted her goal of securing dignified
government employment, refusing to let hardships limit her. With
determination, she went on to join the Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) Sub-
Centre in Bakanpura, where she works today. Her story demonstrates how
timely educational supports resilience, empowerment, and socio-economic
mobility for marginalized girls.
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Kamla Bheel, from Kariyadeh village in Madhya
Pradesh, grew up in a community where there was
no school nearby and poverty forced her family
into farming and labor. Her studies ended abruptly
after class 9, leaving her dreams unfulfilled. In
2004, she joined CECOEDECON's residential
school in Shahabad, which gave her a new

beginning. At the hostel, Kamla enjoyed cultural

programs, sports, and group prayers, which helped her rebuild confidence and
discipline. Her parents, once unconvinced about girls' education, began to value
it when they saw her progress. Kamla herself asserted her desire to work with
dignity and aspired to contribute to her community. With persistence, she
succeeded, and today she is employed as an Asha Sahyogini in Kariyadeh village,
Madhya Pradesh, where she supports women and children while inspiring

young girls to continue their education despite barriers.
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Batiya Jatav grew up in a poor family that
depended on farming and labor work. Financial
struggles made it difficult for her to study beyond
class 10, and she nearly dropped out completely.
She loved learning but felt helpless when
opportunities closed. Her life changed when she
joined CECOEDECON's residential schoolin 2009,
which brought her back to mainstream education. Hostel life allowed her to

study in a safe environment, while games, prayers, and cultural activities gave
herjoy and confidence. Her family, initially unsure, soon realized the value of her
progress and encouraged her to continue. Batiya herself asserted that she
wanted to pursue education despite hardships, building resilience in the
process. Today, she inspires young girls by showing what determination can
achieve and is currently employed as an Anganwadi Helper in Mahodara,

supporting children and families in her community.
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Divya Sahariya, from Khatka village in Shahabad
block, had her education disrupted when she could
not clear class 9 examinations and feared her
schooling was over. In 2017, she enrolled at
CECOEDECON's residential school in Shahabad,

where she regained confidence and returned to

mainstream learning. At the hostel, she found joyin

cultural programs, sports, and games, while the monthly hostel gatherings
became her favourite moments of belonging. Divya herself openly expressed her
ambition of securing a government position and continued her studies with
determination. Today, she has achieved dignified employment and works as an
Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) in Community Health Centre, Shahbad. Her
story reminds young girls that setbacks in academics do not define their

future—resilience and opportunity can lead to empowerment.
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From Digdoli village, Madhya Pradesh, Asha
Bheel belonged to a family dependent on
agriculture and labor. Schooling opportunities
were absent in her village, and she thought her
education would never continue. In 2008, she
joined CECOEDECON's residential school in
Shahabad, where she re-entered mainstream

education. She cherished hostel life—group
prayers, sports, computer lessons, and cultural
activities all became steppingstones in her journey. Asha was particularly
touched by the bonds created with girls who shared similar struggles; for her, it
was both learning and emotional support. Her family, once indifferent, gradually
realized that educating daughters could transform lives. Asha asserted her
dream to serve women and children through community services. Today, she is
fulfilling that goal as an Asha Sahyogini in Digdoli, Madhya Pradesh,
empowering women's health and inspiring girls to never abandon their
education.
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Rajanti Sahariya, from Sambalpur village grew up
where schooling facilities did not exist, and her
family survived on farming and daily wage labor.
Her education was interrupted early, but in 2012
she joined CECOEDECON's residential school in

Shahabad, which gave her a second chance. Hostel

life offered structure and exposure—she loved

sports, cultural events, and excursions, while tailoring classes helped her build
practical skills. Her parents, watching her transformation, began to value
education, something they had never prioritized before. Rajanti herself
developed confidence and asserted that she wanted to achieve dignified
employment. Over time, her dedication bore results, and today she proudly
works as a Constable in Rajasthan Police Line at Baran, breaking gender barriers
and motivating other girls in her community to aim higher in education without

fearing setbacks.
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Rukmani Sahariya from Beechi village, grew up in
a family dependent on farming and wage labor.
With no hostel nearby, she was forced to leave her
studies midway, even though she had the desire to
continue. In 2005, she enrolled at CECOEDECON's

residential school in Shahabad, which gave her

the opportunity to return to mainstream
education. The hostel environment offered her not just academics but also
activities like drama, painting, games, and excursions, which she thoroughly
enjoyed. Witnessing her growth, her parents realized that education could
transform her future, and they began to support her aspirations. Rukmani
asserted her dream of becoming a teacher. Today, she works as a Teacher in Govt.
Middle School, Kirad Pahadji, proving that with resilience and the right support,

barriers to education can be broken, and aspirations turned into reality.
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